
 
For immediate release November 15th 2018 

 
Britain’s manufacturing heroes named in Liverpool 

Focus SB has been selected in The Manufacturer Top 100 2018 publication. 

Gary Stevens, Focus SB’s managing director, comments: ”We are honoured to           
receive this recognition, it means a lot!” 

The Manufacturer Top 100 2018 publication launch for the 100 most inspirational 
individuals working in UK industry were announced last night at a drinks reception at 
Exhibition Centre, Liverpool. 

The Manufacturer Top 100 annual scheme is run by The Manufacturer magazine, in 
partnership with Cranfield University, one of the country’s top centres of business 
education. 

Now in its fifth year, The Manufacturer Top 100 project, run by The Manufacturer 
magazine, in partnership with Cranfield University, one of the country’s top centres of 
business education, publicly recognises the most dynamic leaders and innovators in 
manufacturing. Its goal is to help dispel popularly-held myths that vibrant 
manufacturing in the UK is a thing of the past.  

Awardees are drawn from every walk of UK industry, from top floor to shop floor. 
From Sanjeev Gupta, who is single handedly transforming the British steel industry, 
to Amy Druce, Production Team Leader at BMW MINI Plant Oxford. 

They are selected from hundreds of nominations for the examples they set to young 
people aspiring to a career in industry; 100 unique and uplifting stories of struggle, 
grit, determination and success against all the odds, personal tales of individuals 
helping to change popular perceptions of careers in manufacturing and draw young 
people into sector.  

Nick Peters, editorial director of The Manufacturer and of The Manufacturer Top 100 
report commented, “The individual stories in the report published today (available 
from www.themanufacturer.com) are a compelling reminder of how strong and 
vibrant UK manufacturing really is. We need to keep saying that, because as a 
nation we seem to harbour the notion that no one in the UK makes things anymore, 
and young people are discouraged from considering careers in manufacturing. The 
truth is we do make things – we are the world’s 9th largest manufacturing nation – 
and careers are very well paid. But there are too few skilled young people coming 
through the system. It is on behalf of that new generation that we do this. We want to 

http://www.themanufacturer.com/


break down the decades-old prejudice against manufacturing. We want parents to 
get excited about recommending a career in manufacturing to their offspring, not see 
it (so erroneously) as an occupation of last resort. We must not let the prejudices of 
yesterday poison the opportunities of tomorrow.” 

The Manufacturer Top 100 judging panel includes: 

● Paul Everitt, CEO, ADS 
● Jenny Holloway, CEO, Fashion Enter/Fashion Capital 
● Nigel Fine, CEO, Institution of Engineering and Technology 
● Dr Hayaatun Sillem, CEO, The Royal Academy of Engineering 
● Jane Robinson, Former Director Cutting Technologies 
● Harris Makatsoris, Professor of Manufacturing Operations, Cranfield 

University 
● Steve Evans, Director of Research, University of Cambridge 
● Bernard Molloy, Global Industrial Logistics Director, Unipart 
● James Selka, CEO, MTA 
● Carl Perrin, CEO, Institute for Future Transport & Cities 
● Colin Brown, CEO, Institute of Mechanical Engineers 
● George Edwards, Founder, Gas- Sense Solutions 
● Bill Williams, Chief Executive, CEME Ltd 
● Stephen Phipson, CEO, EEF 
● Jan Ward CBE, CEO, Corrotherm International Ltd. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Image (from left to right): Gary Stevens, managing director, with Duncan Ray, supply 
chain and NPI manager, pictured with their Top 100 trophies in Focus SB’s 
showroom in St Leonards on Sea, East Sussex. 

 

 

T: 01424 858060 
E: sales@focus-sb.co.uk 
W: www.focus-sb.co.uk 
UK Head Office: Focus SB Ltd, Napier Road, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN38 9NY 
 
-Ends- 

      
For further information please email Suzi Baker or Nancy Harffey, marketing & 
communications at press@focus-sb.co.uk. General product and company 
information please contact marketing assistant, Nikki Leach at press@focus-sb.co.uk 
or on 01424 858060. 
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Notes for editors 

The Manufacturer Top 100 is part of the Digital Manufacturing Week series of 
events at the Exhibition Centre in Liverpool, which took place this year on 14th to 
16th of November, together with: 

Smart Factory Expo – www.tmsmartfactoryexpo.com 

The Manufacturing Leaders Summit – www.manufacturing-leaders.uk 

and The Manufacturer MX Awards – www.themanufacturermxawards.com 

The Manufacturer - @TheManufacturer 

Published by Hennik Research Ltd, The Manufacturer is the premier UK industry 
publication providing news, features, analysis and insights into the manufacturing 
sector. It prides itself on promoting the best manufacturing and engineering 
practices, people, policy and businesses in both the UK and around the world. 

Hennik Research 

Hennik Research is a dynamic publisher and events producer covering the latest 
news, research and issues across several industries.  

Media Contact: 

Contact: Reina Villanueva 
Email: r.villanueva@hennikgroup.com 
Telephone: +44 (0)20 3111 1496 
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About Focus SB Ltd: 
 
Focus SB® is a UK manufacturer specialising in the design, development, tooling and manufacture of pressed 
metal components, standard and bespoke electrical wiring accessories for luxury hotels, high end residential, 
period properties and yachts. The company’s precision engineering capabilities include: 

● Component design and development 
● Prototypes and samples 
● Flexible production programmes 
● CNC milling 
● Assembly and finishing 
● Press tooling 
● CNC wire erosion tooling 
● Press work 

Focus SB commenced trading in April 2001 and was the result of a merger between Sussex Brassware Ltd 
(which commenced trading in 1979) and Focus Electrical Ltd (which commenced trading in 1996). In 2004, 
Focus SB acquired general engineering business, CH Turner & Sons Ltd and brought plate manufacturing 
in-house. Focus SB exports to China, Taiwan, Macau, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Bahrain, Brunei, Ghana, Jordan, 
Kuwait, Malta, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia. 

Unique to Focus SB: 

● One of few manufacturers able to match its toggle switches to its plate finishes.  
● Electrophoretic lacquering of polished brass plates providing durability and a hard wearing finish, 

ensuring products keep their appearance over time.  
● The only UK electrical accessory manufacturer with total control of its manufacturing process in-house. 
● First and only UK electrical accessory manufacturer licensed to manufacture and export wiring 

accessories to China (Oct 2017). 
Product innovations:  

● The only truly flush-mounted electrical plate for the UK market, the Focus SB Smoothie®, designed in 
collaboration with the architects and designers, SHH (2014). 

● The only fully certified 2 way and centre-off retractive toggle grid switch suitable for use with mains 
voltage in the UK (2017). 

● Product range developed for China export (2017) 
Key projects: 

● Hampton Court Palace 
● One Blackfriars 
● Royal Lancaster Hotel 
● MGM COTAI (Macau) 
● Corinthia Hotel London 
● The Gleneagles Hotel 
● 22 Parkside 

Accreditations and certifications: 

● ISO 9001:2015 compliant 
● Accredited partner of the Society of British and International Interior Designers (SBID)  
● Members of the Made in Britain Campaign 2016 
● Members of China-Britain Business Council’s Outbound Programme (CBBC) 2017 
● CCC (China Compulsory Certificate) approved, CQC (China Quality Certification Centre) compliant 

2017 
● Signed up to Disability Confident Scheme 2017 

Intellectual Property: 
● Focus SB® registered 6th May 2014 
● Focus SB Smoothie® registered 24th June 2014 

 


