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Newly launched retractive switch is a UK first

Known in the industry for its leading design and development of premier electrical wiring 
accessories, Hastings-based manufacturer Focus SB launches the only fully certified 2 way 
and centre-off retractive dolly grid switch suitable for use with mains voltage in the UK 
market.

Providing a safe, desirable solution for lighting control and dimming systems where the 
quiescent (off) position is in the centre, the new dolly grid switch can be finished to visually 
match all Focus SB’s standard and bespoke switch-plates. There are similar dolly/toggle 
switches on the market, however these differ in that they only offer 1 way spring back 
retractive dollies. 

Other retractive dolly switches on the market are only suitable for use with extra low voltage 
supplies (ELV) and are unsuitable for use with mains supply, carrying a low risk of electrical 
shock, whereas this new product from Focus SB is insulated, offering a safer, more robust 
option to mechanical and electrical engineers and architects.

Certified to BS EN 60669-1 the new 2 way and off retractive dolly grid switch from Focus SB 
is operated by pushing the dolly up against the spring pressure to increase the dimmed 
lighting level (releasing once desired lighting level has been achieved)  - and pushing the 
dolly down to lower the dimmed lighting level.

The new switch is also suitable for use with electronic curtain, blind, shutter and window 
operating systems. Again pushing the dolly down to open the curtains or lower the blinds, or 
pushing the dolly in the opposite direction (up) to close the curtains or raise blinds.  

Gary Stevens, Focus SB’s managing director comments: “This is another illustration of how 
Focus SB is pushing the boundaries of innovation in its ambitious product development 
programme with this being a first in the UK.”

Stevens also stresses the importance of specifiers and installers insisting on having copies 
of test certificates from manufacturers when specifying or installing this type of product. 

Further innovative new product announcements will continue through to the New Year and 
beyond.
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Image caption: Ambassador Classic 2 way & off retractive dolly grid switch, Satin Stainless 
finish.

- ENDS -

For further information please email Suzi Baker or Nancy Harffey, marketing & 
communications at press@focus-sb.co.uk. General product and company information please
contact marketing assistant, Nikki Leach at press@focus-sb.co.uk or on 01424 858060.

Notes to editors: additional images are available on request.
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About Focus SB Ltd:

Focus SB® is a UK manufacturer specialising in the design, development, tooling and manufacture of pressed 
metal components, standard and bespoke electrical wiring accessories for luxury hotels, high end residential, 
period properties and yachts. The company’s precision engineering capabilities include:

● Component design and development
● Prototypes and samples
● Flexible production programmes
● CNC milling
● Assembly and finishing
● Press tooling
● CNC wire erosion tooling
● Press work

Focus SB commenced trading in April 2001 and was the result of a merger between Sussex Brassware Ltd 
(which commenced trading in 1979) and Focus Electrical Ltd (which commenced trading in 1996). In 2004, Focus
SB acquired general engineering business, CH Turner & Sons Ltd and brought plate manufacturing in-house. 
Focus SB exports to China, Taiwan, Macau, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Bahrain, Brunei, Ghana, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Malta, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

Unique to Focus SB:

● One of few manufacturers able to match its toggle switches to its plate finishes. 
● Electrophoretic lacquering of polished brass plates providing durability and a hard wearing finish, 

ensuring products keep their appearance over time. 
● The only UK electrical accessory manufacturer with total control of its manufacturing process in-house.
● First and only UK electrical accessory manufacturer licensed to manufacture and export wiring 

accessories to China (Oct 2017).

Product innovations: 

● The only truly flush-mounted electrical plate for the UK market, the Focus SB Smoothie®, designed in 
collaboration with the architects and designers, SHH (2014).

● The only fully certified 2 way and centre-off retractive toggle grid switch suitable for use with mains 
voltage in the UK (2017).

● Product range developed for China export (2017)

Key projects:

● Hampton Court Palace
● One Blackfriars
● Royal Lancaster Hotel
● MGM COTAI (Macau)
● Corinthia Hotel London
● The Gleneagles Hotel
● 22 Parkside

Accreditations and certifications:

● ISO 9001:2015 compliant
● Accredited partner of the Society of British and International Interior Designers (SBID) 
● Members of the Made in Britain Campaign 2016
● Members of China-Britain Business Council’s Outbound Programme (CBBC) 2017
● CCC (China Compulsory Certificate) approved, CQC (China Quality Certification Centre) compliant 

2017
● Signed up to disability confident scheme 2017

Intellectual Property:

● Focus SB® registered 6th May 2014
● Focus SB Smoothie® registered 24th June 2014


