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BBC South East Today features Focus SB

In what’s been a turbulent time of political indecision and mounting tensions over the 

looming Brexit deadline, Focus SB found itself in the spotlight on the BBC for a 

second time in just over a year. Interviewed by BBC South East Today’s political 

editor Helen Catt, chairman Roger Kemp shared comment about the company’s 

strategy in the event of a potential ‘no deal’ Brexit.

Interviewed on the ‘shop floor’ at Focus SB’s factory on 11th March, where Catt was 

able to view manufacturing of sockets and switches in progress, Focus SB’s 

chairman Mr Kemp explained how the company expected to be impacted by Brexit 

and what preparations were being made for a ‘deal’ or ‘no deal’ Brexit scenario. 

Kemp commented: “I think for us all we’ve managed to do is to do a bit of stockpiling,

get some goods in, make sure we’re not held up. I think we’re more isolated than 

some because we don’t have a big market in Europe. The fallout for us will be what 

happens to the value of Sterling because that will affect the cost of our imports.”

Not the first time that Focus SB has been featured by the BBC; on this occasion 

Focus SB was approached for a BBC Brexit special via local business support 

agencies instrumental in supporting the company’s successful entry into the China 

luxury construction market in October 2017. According to Philip Johnson, 

programme director at Locate East Sussex, the BBC had contacted the organisation 

urgently seeking companies to interview on the challenges of Brexit for a special 

news item. Johnson swiftly passed details of Focus SB’s niche situation to Ian 

Smallwood, head of business services at Business East Sussex who introduced the 

East Sussex manufacturer to BBC South East Today’s political editor, Helen Catt. 

Filming took place at the company’s head office and factory based at St Leonards on

Sea on 11th March, broadcast by the BBC on the 13th as part of a special report 

compiled by Helen Catt on the potential impact of Brexit on Kent and Sussex 

businesses. 



Image captions: BBC South East’s political editor Helen Catt interviews Focus SB’s 
chairman Roger Kemp.

Focus SB’s chairman Roger Kemp (pictured left) receives Made in the South East 
award for Export 2018 at the Insider Media awards.
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For further information please email Suzi Baker or Nancy Harffey, marketing & 
communications at press@focus-sb.co.uk. General product and company 
information please contact marketing assistant, Nikki Leach at press@focus-sb.co.uk
or on 01424 858060.

Notes to editors: product images are available on request.
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About Focus SB Ltd:

Focus SB® is a UK manufacturer specialising in the design, development, tooling and manufacture of pressed 
metal components and standard and bespoke electrical wiring accessories for luxury hotels, heritage buildings 
royal palaces, high end residential and superyachts. 

The company’s precision engineering capabilities include:

● Component design and development
● Prototypes and samples
● Flexible production programmes
● CNC milling
● Assembly and finishing
● Press tooling
● CNC wire erosion tooling
● Press work

Focus SB commenced trading in April 2001 and was the result of a merger between Sussex Brassware Ltd 
(which commenced trading in 1979) and Focus Electrical Ltd (which commenced trading in 1996). In 2004, Focus
SB acquired general engineering business, CH Turner & Sons Ltd and brought plate manufacturing in-house. 
Focus SB exports to China, Taiwan, Macau, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Bahrain, Brunei, Ghana, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Malta, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

Unique to Focus SB:

● One of few manufacturers able to match its rocker and toggle switches to its plate finishes. 

● Electrophoretic lacquering of polished brass plates providing durability and a hard wearing finish, 

ensuring products keep their appearance over time. 
● The only UK electrical accessory manufacturer with total control of its manufacturing process in-house.

● First and only UK and European electrical accessory manufacturer licensed to manufacture and export 

wiring accessories to China (Oct 2017).

Product innovations: 

● The only truly flush-mounted electrical plate for the UK market, the Focus SB Smoothie®, designed in 

collaboration with the architects and designers, SHH (2014).
● The only fully certified 2 way and centre-off retractive toggle grid switch suitable for use with mains 

voltage in the UK (2017).
● Product range developed for China export (2017)

Key projects:

Five star hotels
● Corinthia Hotel London
● Jumeirah One Blackfriars
● Jumeirah Carlton Tower Knightsbridge
● Royal Lancaster Hotel
● MGM Cotai (Macau)
● Royal Garden Hotel
● Chiltern Firehouse
● InterContinental London Park Lane
● The Gleneagles Hotel

Prime residential
● 20 Grosvenor Square
● Clarges Mayfair
● Chelsea Barracks
● The Lancasters Hyde Park
● 22 Parkside



...Key projects ctd:

Heritage
● Hampton Court Palace
● The Royal Pavilion Poundbury

Accreditations and certifications:
● ISO 9001:2015 BSI certified
● Accredited partner of the Society of British and International Interior Designers (SBID) 

● Members of the Made in Britain Campaign 2016

● Members of China-Britain Business Council’s Outbound Programme (CBBC) 2017

● CCC (China Compulsory Certificate) approved, CQC (China Quality Certification Centre) compliant 

2017
● Signed up to Disability Confident scheme 2017

Intellectual Property:

● Focus SB® registered 6th May 2014

● Focus SB Smoothie® registered 24th June 2014                                                                Feb 2019



About Locate East Sussex:

With its office based in St. Leonard’s-on-Sea, Since 2013 Locate East Sussex has delivered over £6.8 million to 

growing businesses through East Sussex County Council’s grants and loans programme, East Sussex Invest, 

matched by over £24.8 million from the companies themselves.

This £31.3million boost to the local economy has resulted in the creation of over 911 new permanent jobs.

Locate East Sussex is funded by the county council together with the district and borough councils of East 

Sussex and until 2020, the European Union’s Regional Development Fund, as part of a wider South East Invest 

project that involves East Sussex County Council and Essex County Council.

The South East plays a pivotal role in the UK economy and is the gateway to mainland Europe. Locate East 

Sussex is key to ensuring that East Sussex remains an exceptional place to live, work and visit.

Our business managers offer free 12 hours business support to help businesses assess their exposure to Brexit-

related risks before directing them to appropriate support including funding to buy new equipment or invest in 

new procedures and processes.

The practical advice and support being offered by Locate East Sussex will help businesses safeguard, as much 

as they can in these circumstances, their own growth and that of the local economy.

For media enquiries contact Beth King on 0300 343 5749


