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Amber Rudd visits Focus SB

The Right Honourable Amber Rudd, Home Secretary, and Hastings and Rye Conservative 
MP, was welcomed by Gary Stevens, managing director of electrical wiring accessories 
manufacturer Focus SB in St Leonards on Sea on Friday 16th March, to discover first hand 
how this forward thinking company based on the edge of her constituency, has risen to the 
challenge of forthcoming Brexit.

A visibly active and notably supportive MP, Ms Rudd takes a keen interest in all things local 
and when she learned about Focus SB’s recent success in achieving accreditation as the 
first, and only, manufacturer in its industry to be licensed to export products to China, she 
was delighted to accept an invitation to attend a private factory tour.

Focus SB’s research and development into a new product range for China is just one in a 
recent string of ongoing major investments made by the company since Stevens’ 
appointment in January 2016, which have included the purchase of an advanced 3D printer; 
robot cell; expansion into additional premises and growing the workforce. The company’s 
impressive future plans were of considerable interest to Ms Rudd as Focus SB looks set to 
provide real prospects to resident job seekers in Hastings, which is one of the more deprived
coastal towns in Sussex, despite being one of the richest in culture and diversity.

Stevens had recently met Ms Rudd in Hastings when she delivered an inspirational speech 
championing the Disability Confident employer scheme, to which Focus SB is now a signed 
up member. Once an apprentice himself, Stevens has also volunteered to become an 
Enterprise Adviser in East Sussex to provide mentoring support to educational 
establishments, aiming to encourage young people to enter employment via apprenticeship 
schemes.

On Twitter, Ms Rudd thanked Focus SB for an ‘interesting tour’ and said it was ‘good to hear 
about developing exports to China’. She added: “It was fantastic to meet with Gary and his 
team at Focus SB. It was good to hear about their work in China, especially being the only 
business to have achieved accreditation in their industry. 

“I enjoyed having a tour around the factory and it was wonderful to see all the hard work that 
Focus SB is doing. I am very proud of all of the wonderful businesses we have here in 
Hastings who are working hard to support our local economy.”

Stevens commented: “When Amber Rudd’s office contacted us to host a meeting, we were 
honoured and delighted to have appeared on her radar. Our efforts over the past two years 
are front and centre of the UK Government’s Industrial Strategy and as a relatively small 



SME we have managed to break into the potentially lucrative Chinese market - something 
that other SMEs need to emulate to enable UK Plc to prosper post Brexit. The visit by Amber
today is the icing on the cake and recognition that we are on the right track.” 

T: 01424 858060
E: sales@focus-sb.co.uk
W: www.focus-sb.co.uk
UK Head Office: Focus SB Ltd, Napier Road, St Leonards-on-Sea, East Sussex, TN38 9NY

Images: 
Focus SB’s managing director, Gary Stevens; supply chain and NPI manager, Duncan Ray; 
the Right Hon Amber Rudd, Home Secretary and Hastings and Rye Conservative MP.

-Ends-

For further information please email Suzi Baker or Nancy Harffey, marketing & 
communications at press@focus-sb.co.uk. General product and company information please
contact marketing assistant, Nikki Leach at press@focus-sb.co.uk or on 01424 858060.

Notes to editors: images are available on request.
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About Focus SB Ltd:

Focus SB® is a UK manufacturer specialising in the design, development, tooling and manufacture of pressed 
metal components, standard and bespoke electrical wiring accessories for luxury hotels, high end residential, 
period properties and yachts. The company’s precision engineering capabilities include:

● Component design and development
● Prototypes and samples
● Flexible production programmes
● CNC milling
● Assembly and finishing
● Press tooling
● CNC wire erosion tooling
● Press work

Focus SB commenced trading in April 2001 and was the result of a merger between Sussex Brassware Ltd 
(which commenced trading in 1979) and Focus Electrical Ltd (which commenced trading in 1996). In 2004, Focus
SB acquired general engineering business, CH Turner & Sons Ltd and brought plate manufacturing in-house. 
Focus SB exports to China, Taiwan, Macau, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Bahrain, Brunei, Ghana, Jordan, Kuwait, 
Malta, Nigeria, Oman, Qatar and Saudi Arabia.

Unique to Focus SB:

 One of few manufacturers able to match its toggle switches to its plate finishes. 
 Electrophoretic lacquering of polished brass plates providing durability and a hard wearing finish, 

ensuring products keep their appearance over time. 
 The only UK electrical accessory manufacturer with total control of its manufacturing process in-house.
 First and only UK electrical accessory manufacturer licensed to manufacture and export wiring 

accessories to China (Oct 2017).

Product innovations: 

 The only truly flush-mounted electrical plate for the UK market, the Focus SB Smoothie®, designed in 
collaboration with the architects and designers, SHH (2014).

 The only fully certified 2 way and centre-off retractive toggle grid switch suitable for use with mains 
voltage in the UK (2017).

 Product range developed for China export (2017)

Key projects:

 Hampton Court Palace
 One Blackfriars
 Royal Lancaster Hotel
 MGM COTAI (Macau)
 Corinthia Hotel London
 The Gleneagles Hotel
 22 Parkside

Accreditations and certifications:

 ISO 9001:2015 compliant
 Accredited partner of the Society of British and International Interior Designers (SBID) 
 Members of the Made in Britain Campaign 2016
 Members of China-Britain Business Council’s Outbound Programme (CBBC) 2017
 CCC (China Compulsory Certificate) approved, CQC (China Quality Certification Centre) compliant 

2017
 Signed up to disability confident scheme 2017

Intellectual Property:

 Focus SB® registered 6th May 2014
 Focus SB Smoothie® registered 24th June 2014


